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we see at work around us and can study, may have
extended backwards far beyond what at first sight
we might have been disposed to imagine.

I need not repeat what I have already said in a
former lecture, that, however far backwards we may
trace the sequence of cause and effect, we are at last
brought up, and do not see our way to go any farther.
We still require a cause of the cause. And if there
should seem to be no indication of the existence of
such a further link in the chain of causation, of the
nature of those which we have been investigating, we
have no righb to assicme that such a link exists, even
though it may be probable that it may; to assume
that, we may not simply have to refer our furthest
step to the First Cause of all.

But there is all the difference in the world between
referring an observed phenomenon to an evolutionary
process when there seems to be some indication that
it came about in some such way, and in spite of
the absence of any such indication, refusing to refer
it directly, or even hypothetically, to a creative
act.

Bearing this distinction in mind, let us now con-
sider another phenomenon. Besides the upheavals,
the eruptions, the deposition of strata, etc., which
geology reveals to us as having taken place in
bygone ages, fossil remains indicate the existence
of living things, vegetable and animal, in past ages.